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YacTi 3anuTaHHA

BcTyn

Llen poKyMeHT BiANoBiAa€ Ha YacTi nuTaHHA no Slackware Linux. AKLO BU MaETe 3anNnTaHHSA, BM
MOXXeTe CTBOPUTU B 3aroJI0OBKY HOBUI PO3AiN, Ta HMXKYE Nifg 3anNUTaHHAM 3aJUWNTK BigNoBiAb. AKLLO
BW HE MOXKETE 3HaNTW BiAMNOBiAb Ha CBOE MUTaHHA, 3anuwTe noro 6e3 BiANOBiIAl, XTOCh IHWNN MOXe
fonucaTu Bignosigb. TakKUM YMHOM, “4acTi 3aNUTaHHA" MOXKE CTaTW rapHUM MiCTOM Ans 36epiraHHs
HOTaTOK B CTWUAI MUTaHHA-BIANOBIAb, 0COB/IMBO AKLLO MUTAHHA He BapTY€E OKPEMOi CTaTTi, ajne € fyxe
BaXXJIBUM.

AKLWoOo BignNoBiab AyXe AoBra, wob ii po3ainaTv Ha ABa NYHKTY, NPOCTO A0AanTe NOCUIAHHA Ha
BiANOBIAb (Ha BXXe iCHYIY0 CTOPIHKY), YM CTBOPITb HOBY CTPOIHKY (IKLLO Takoi LWe HeMae), Ta
ONULWITb AK BUPILLATK TaKe CKJaf4He NMUTaHHS, B OKPeMIl CTaTTi.

OcHoBHi no Slackware

LLlo Take Slackware Linux?
AnBiTbCS CTOPIHKY Slackware Linux.
fik a1 Moy oTpuMmaTu Konito Slackware Linux?

OTtpumaTm Slackware Linux MmoxHa 6e3K0LUTOBHO 3aBaHTaXXMBLLK 006pa3 AUCKY, Hanpsamy 3
iHTepHeT(FTP), A3epkan B iHTepHeTI Ta Yyepes BitTorrents .

Yu Moxy s Kynutu Konito Slackware Linux?
ABXeX, NPOCTO nepentite A0 KpamHuLi Slackware.

Yu MoXy s KynuTu oadar 3 norotunom Slackware?
Tak, NpocCTo 3arnsHbTe A0 KpaMHuMui Slackware.

Hagiwio TpaTUTK rpoLli, AKLW,O0 A MOXY De3KOLWTOBHO 3aBaHTa)XuTu Slackware 3
iHTepHeTy?

LincHo, Slackware Linux 6yae 3aBXXAuW BiIbHO AOCTYMNHa A9 3aBaHTaXKeHHA, 6e3 6yab-aKunx
LOLATKOBUX YMOB. Ane, ManTe Ha yBas3i: Slackware Linux po3pobnseTbca MNaTpikoMm ®onkepLiHrom
(Patrick Volkerding) B pexumi nosHoro pobo4yoro aHs. MNpogax auckis CD, DVD Ta iHwa aTpunbyTunka
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3i Slackware, € eanHUM gxepeniom 3apobiTKy ans uiei cuctemn. OCHOBHa KOMaHAa po3pobHuKIB
npauooTb 3 MaTpikoM, BOHW He OTPUMYIOTh 3a Le 3apobiTHY nnaTy, ane aKwo MaTpik 3ynuH1UTb
po3po6Ky, TOMY LLIO HE 3MOXKEe Aani po3pobnaTn CMCTEMY TiNlbKU Ha CBOI KOLITHK, B LbOMY BUMALKY
ANCTPMOYTUB CMITKAE HEBU3HAYEHE ManNbyTHE.

LLlo 3a noam ctoaTb 3a Slackware Linux?

MaTpik ®onkepaiHr (Patrick Volkerding) 3aCHOBHUK, KEPIBHWUA MPOEKTOM Ta OCHOBHUI PO3POBHUK
Slackware. Moro wwe 3HaoTb 5K (BennkoayLwHuii ankTaTtop uTtTa) (BDFL (Benevolent Dictator for
Life)). LLle € oekinbka akTMBHMX PO3pOBHUKIB AKi fAonoMaratoThb MaTpiky CynpoBoAXyBaTU
AnCcTpnbyTus.

HewopnasHo LinuxQuestions.org B3sB iHTepB'to y MaTpika PonkepaiHra. Lle iHTepB'to NoKpuBae
6araTo 3aKynicHoi poboTK, BKAOYaO4YM CNoraan Npo KOAWLWHIX Ta TeNepiLlHix
PO3p0bHMKIB/MOMIYHUKIB, IXHS MOMIY, Ta KOpOTKa icTopia Slackware Linux.

B Tomy 4mcni cepen NOTOYHMX NOMiYHKKIB € Epik Eminipc (Eric Hameleers) (3Hanomun sk AlienBOB),
Pobi BopkmeH (Robby Workman) (3.ak rworkman), CTioapT BiHTep (Stuart Winter) (3.9k MoZes), Epik
AH Tpomn (Eric Jan Tromp) (3.5K alphageek), Anan Xikc (Alan Hicks), Mapk MocT (Mark Post), ®peg
EmoT (Fred Emmott), BiHueHT baTc (Vincent Batts), XeH3 BiceHxxep (Heinz Wiesinger) (3.9k pprkut) Ta
BaraTo iHLWunX.

LLlo ue 3a po3moBu nNpo ctabinbHy (stable) Ta current Bepcii?

3a 3BMYan Slackware noctaBnseTbCsa ABOX TUNIB: stable Ta “current”.

CtabinbHa Bepcia BMNycKiB Ma€e Homepa (12, 12.1, 13, 13.37, 14.0, 14.1 Ta nani.). BoHun
NiATPMMYIOTLCS OEKiNbKa POKIB NiCAs BUXOA4Y, METOAOM BUMNYCKY BMNpaBneHb 6e3nekn. OHOBNEHHS
6e3nekun gonaoTh Ao nigaupekTopii /patches/packages/” pepesa Slackware Ha 6yab-akomy
L3epkani B iHTepHeTi. CTBOPEHHA [OAATKOBOIro (hyHKLIOHaNy Nicns BUMYCKY HOBOI BEPCil, He
pobutbca. MNnka “current” ue risika 418 po3pobku AKa 3aBXAM € OKPEMOIO Bi AepeBa NOTOYHOr0
cTabinbHoro Bunycky Slackware. 3a3suyai po3aifieHHA AepeBa Ha ABi YaCTUHU, BUKOHYETHLCA Yepes
OeKinbKa TUXHIB Micia BUXo4y HOBOIrO BUMYCKY.

Lls npouenypa BiAMi4a€ MOMEHT, NOYaTKY HOBOrO LMKy po3pobkun HacTyrnHoro (next) ctabinbHoro
BUNYCKY. HanpukiHui L1kny po3pobku, CTBOPIOETLCS BUMYCK Slackware LWasaxom nepenMeHyBaHHS
FONOBHOI AmpeKTopii "slackware-current” Ha "slackware-NEWVERSION". Slackware-current sk Bifomo,
BiAHOCHO 4aCTO OHOBJIETLCSA | Lji OHOBNEHHS € NOTEHLINHO Hebe3neyHnMu ans ctabinbHOCTI
cucTeMun. HoBaykm Ta KOPUCTYBaYi sKi WYyKalTb CTabinbHy cucTemMy Aas NpOMUCIOBOMO
BMKOPWUCTAHHSA, MOBUHHI 3aBXXAM BUKOPUCTOBYBATU (HANCBIXiLWWIA) CTabinbHMI BUNYCK. PO3p0obHUKN
Slackware npunyckatTb, WO KopucTyBadi slackware-current po3ymitoTb, WO BiH/BOHa € no cyTi beTa
TeCTepoM.

To sum it up:

e Stable is built on rock-solid components, with well tested software. This recommended version
will fit your desktop or server needs.

e Current is the testing ground for the upcoming release. The software you will find there will
often be % upstream's latest version. For more information on current, please visit the
dedicated page.
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If you want to know when the next version will be released (at time of writing the most recent stable
release is 14.1), it will be ready... when it's ready! There are no fixed release dates, as the Slackware
goal is to deliver the most stable Linux experience.

Installation and Support

How can | verify my copy of Slackware Linux?

All files in a Slackware Linux distribution can be verified against the GPG key of the distribution. For
instance, if you want to verify if the ISO image you downloaded is an official, non-modified ISO image,
then you run the following sequence of commands (example ISO for Slackware 13.37 for x86_64
platform):

$ wget http://slackware.com/gpg-key

2012-08-25 20:04:01 (81.3 MB/s) - ‘gpg-key’ saved [1357/1357]

$ gpg --import gpg-key

gpg: key 40102233: public key "Slackware Linux Project
<security@slackware.com>" imported

gpg: Total number processed: 1

gpg: imported: 1

$ gpg --verify slackware64-13.37-iso/slackware64-13.37-install-dvd.iso.asc
gpg: Signature made Mon 25 Apr 2011 07:14:02 PM CEST using DSA key ID
40102233

gpg: Good signature from "Slackware Linux Project <security@slackware.com>"

This message (gpg: Good signature) means that the ISO file is the same file which was
cryptographically signed by Patrick Volkerding.

How do | install Slackware Linux?
Read the installation guide.
During network installation | only see the "A" package series

You are attempting an installation of Slackware from a HTTP or FTP server. After entering the server's
hostname and the Slackware package directory, you see the usual messages like "INITIALIZING
PACKAGE TREE", but then during the "PACKAGE SERIES SELECTION", you can only select "A -
BASE LINUX SYSTEM“. Where are all the other package series?

You will experience this scenario when you are using a 32-bit bootable installer image to install a 64-
bit Slackware from a webserver, or vice versa ": you attempt an installation of 32-bit Slackware
using a 64-bit installation image.

Solution: use the same architecture for the installer image and for the architecture of the Slackware
release that you want to install from a webserver.
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The package installation took 3 seconds and now what?

Installing more than 1000 packages should take between 10 and 45 minutes, depending on the
computer you are installing them on. If the installer claims it is finished after only a few seconds, that
means it did in fact not install anything at all. So what happened here?

This kind of issue occurs when you are not installing from the DVD or CD you booted from, but
selected one of the alternative installation methods: a pre-mounted directory, or a loop-mounted ISO,
etcetera. In all those cases, you have to enter a directory path to the location where the
subdirectories representing the Slackware package sets can be found (the 'a', ‘ap', 'd’, ..., 'y
directories).

If you enter the wrong directory there, then the installer will not complain about your error. It will
pretend that it installs packages when in fact it is not. Look at this message closely:

SELECT SOURCE DIRECTORY

How do | upgrade an existing Slackware Linux installation without re-
installing?

Read the page on Slackpkg, particularly the full system upgrade section.

To track the “Current” branch, read the page on Slackware-Current.

If you wish to perform a major upgrade from an earlier release to the latest stable version, you should
read and follow the instructions in UPGRADE . TXT and CHANGES AND HINTS.TXT files provided in
the official Slackware CD/DVD or internet mirror for the appropriate version (that is, the latest
version).

Before upgrading the system, it is recommended that you always make a complete
backup of your data.

Where do | get more information on Slackware Linux online?
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A bunch of links to valuable online sources of Slackware information can be found on this page. The
officially recognized web forum for the Slackware community is at LinuxQuestions.org forums.

Where can | find commercial support for Slackware Linux?

The official Slackware website lists some companies which offer Slackware Linux technical support
and consulting. It is probably better to make local inquiries in your city or town for Linux related tech
services if you need hands-on support. The local LUG (Linux User Group) might also prove to be a
valuable source of advice/information.

Does Slackware Linux have a special "desktop" edition, "server" edition
and...

No, there is only one edition of Slackware. Slackware is a general purpose distribution that can be
configured and customized to the end user's needs. See also the Slackware philosophy for a lengthier
explanation for adhering to the KISS philosophy.

When will Slackware Linux "x.y" version be released?

Slackware Linux does not have a fixed release schedule. The principle behind this is to release when
ready and not before. There are no six-month release cycles like a few other popular Linux
distributions. See the philosophy page for more information.

Does Slackware Linux work with my hardware or peripheral?

In short, if the Linux kernel supports a piece of hardware, so does Slackware. The distribution's “huge”
kernel is compiled with maximum support for most devices and is a pristine, unpatched kernel. So if
any Linux distribution is likely to have support for a given hardware device, Slackware should.

Be aware that, even if a device is supported by a kernel driver, end user applications and userspace
tools to utilize the full functionality of the hardware may be lacking. This is a rather complex topic and
may require persistence and patience to research and figure out, especially in the case of low-cost or
obscure devices.

Use an Internet search engine such as Google or DuckDuckGo, or use a community contributed
hardware compatibility list like the LinuxQuestions HCL to find out if your piece of hardware works on
Linux or not.

While this can be a considerably daunting task for new Linux users, here are some references to get
started:

For printers, CUPS and OpenPrinting.org are good sources to look for device compatibility.

HP printers and MFDs (Multi-Function Devices) have their own open source drivers at HPLIP.
For supported scanners, take a look at the SANE project.

For webcams, and USB video class devices, Linux UVC drivers & tools can help.

e Linux supports several models of Wacom pen tablets and devices. See the linuxwacom project
for more information. Many non-wacom tablets are supported by the Wizardpen driver.
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Software and Package Management

How do I install/upgrade/remove software in Slackware Linux?

Slackware Linux comes with its own package management tools, namely pkgtool, installpkg,
upgradepkg and removepkg for installing, upgrading and removing software packages. makepkg
can be used to create packages. See also slackpkg and the page on installing software.

Why doesn't Slackware Linux have my favourite "XYZ" software included in
the CD/DVD?

The official distribution is small enough for various reasons, the most important one being constraints
on developers' time and resources. The short answer is that the official Slackware distribution cannot
carry every possible open source application that might be needed by its users. However, Slackware
still provides a large number of applications that are needed by most users.

Other sources for obtaining software not found in the Slackware CD/DVD (both in source and binary
form):

Note that the licensing of some software may only permit redistribution in source
form. Please do not redistribute or make available online any binary packages of
software you compile from source unless you are sure the license permits it. Also
avoid packaging and redistributing proprietary software without the creator's
permission.

e There are quite a few trusted and well-respected individual Slackware contributors who make
their SlackBuild scripts and binary packages available online. One source is AlienBOB's
repository and another is Robby Workman's packages.

¢ SlackBuilds.org is a community source of high quality and tested build scripts that make it easy
to install third-party software on Slackware, and sbopkg, makes processing SlackBuilds easier.

e Another option is to use binary packages from Slacky.eu or other binary Slackware package
sources. Note that packages are contributed by the community and the quality of packaging
may vary from person to person.

e Still another option is to convert rpom packages to Slackware packages by using the tool
rom2tgz.

e src2pkg can be used to build packages from source, and to convert other package formats
(.deb, .rpm) to Slackware packages. The cpan2tgz program is able to build Perl modules into
packages.

e Last but not the least, intermediate to advanced users generally prefer to compile from
upstream sources or write their own SlackBuild scripts.

Why doesn't Slackware's package manager do dependency handling?

This is a huge debate in the Open Source community, bordering on vi vs emacs like flame wars, in
reference to package management and dependency handling; but for several reasons, summarized
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shortly below, Slackware does not prefer "automagic” dependency resolution:

e Automatic dependency handling requires constant manual developer maintenance, and adds
potential for dependency hell.

e The official Slackware Linux distribution is anyway meant to act as a cohesive whole. Hence,
dependency management is largely moot as installing the entire distribution (the recommended
way) takes care of most dependency problems.

e Several popular Open Source applications can be compiled with different dependencies based
on compile-time configuration switches. This makes dependency handling harder and more
error-prone for binary redistribution of third party software.

e Slackware Linux official distribution does not have the resources or manpower to manage
dependency handling for third party software, which is a complex undertaking, requiring a lot of
testing and is prone to errors as already noted above.

However, there are still solutions for third-party software automatic dependency handling for those
who want it. slapt-get is a package manager that adds dependency handling for third party package
sources like LinuxPackages.net and Slacky.eu.

Salix OS is a Slackware derived distribution that incorporates dependency handling.

Distro X and Y does package management with dependency handling and...

Yes, many distributions have package managers that do dependency handling and do them well.
Indeed, there are many choices in that regard. The Linux community still needs a stable, tried and
tested distribution that doesn't. Slackware certainly fills a niche in the Linux community in that
regard. But as always, preferences vary and many Linux users do prefer the bare simplicity of
Slackware. One thing to bear in mind is that the core simplicity of the package management in
Slackware has one significant side benefit: there will always be third-party enhancements and
solutions to commonly faced issues.

Some may call it a bug, others may call it a feature. Be it so, Slackware remains committed to its core
principles and this issue is one aspect of its core principles.

Miscellaneous

Why does Slackware take so long to boot up?

By default, Slackware installs the huge kernel, which has built-in support for all possible hardware
drivers. This may increase you boot time as the kernel probes for hardware at startup. You can switch
to the generic kernel by following the instructions in the file /boot/README.initrd. See also: how
to set up the generic kernel.

You may also want to disable unused services in /etc/rc.d/ directory by disabling the executable
bit of the startup script. For instance, to disable the Apache daemon, simply run (as root)

chmod -x rc.httpd

If you prefer screen menus to do same task you can run (as root) pkgtool
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# pkgtool

navigate to Setup item and press Enter

Slackuware Package Tool (pkgtool werszion 14.8)
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then clear mark in front of [ ] httpd item with Space key and press Enter.
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ONFIEM STARTUF SERUICES TO RUN

.atalk
.hind
.Cups
.dnsmasg
fuse

c.inetd
MWy O O O

Finally, select Exit end press Enter.

Additionally, if you use LILO, Slackware's default boot loader, you can add the compact option to
/etc/1lilo.conf to speed up the boot process by merging read requests from adjacent sectors:

# LILO configuration file

# generated by 'liloconfig’

#

# Start LILO global section

# Append any additional kernel parameters:
append=" vt.default utf8=1"

boot = /dev/sda

compact

Also, Slackware runs a bunch of X/GTK related scripts at startup for multiuser runlevels (fc-cache,
update-mime-database, gtk-update-icon-cache, update-gtk-immodules, update-gdk-
pixbuf-loaders, update-pango-querymodules etc.). These may be disabled manually by
commenting out those lines which refer to them in the file /etc/rc.M but don't disable anything
unless you're absolutely sure you know what you are doing! These scripts are essential for GTK
applications to render fonts and icons properly.

- Unless you are a fairly advanced user and know what you are doing, do not attempt to
modify or disable any of the boot scripts. Does a few extra seconds gained while

booting really make a big difference?

Slackware Linux has a reputation for being tough for newbies. Is this true?

Read The Slackware way to find out what you can expect from a distribution like Slackware. While
Slackware certainly is different from many other distributions, whether easy or difficult to use is a
matter to be decided entirely by the individual user.
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Some things to bear in mind, though:

¢ Slackware has a text-menu based (ncurses) installer and requires several technical decisions to
be made at install-time, some of which can be potentially destructive to the data on the hard
disk. In other words, when in doubt, don't perform any potentially destructive actions and do
consult the help documentation.

¢ A new Slackware installation initially boots into a text console by default and can be configured
to boot into a GUI later, as opposed to desktop-based distributions that boot into a GUI login
screen by default.

e Basic knowledge of standard shell (bash) commands and a text-mode editor such as vim is
necessary to start using Slackware comfortably.

¢ Some knowledge of the locations of commonly used configuration files and scripts found in *nix-
like systems would make things much more comfortable.

slackware
1)

the other way round
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